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Overdose Prevention Centers
(Safe Consumption Spaces)

 
 

Executive Summary
 

 

Drug Overdose is a Public Health Crisis 

In New Jersey, overdose is now the leading cause of accidental death. More than 3,000 people 
died from drug overdoses in New Jersey in 2018.  Families are being devastated by the loss of 
loved ones to preventable overdose deaths.  
 
Drug Overdose Deaths are Preventable  

Fear of arrest and prosecution, as well as the stigma attached to drug use, force people to hide 
their drug use or use drugs in unsafe conditions.  If these barriers were removed, countless lives 
could be saved. 
 
Overdose Prevention Centers Save Lives 

A growing number of jurisdictions (including Seattle, San Francisco, Philadelphia and New York 
City) are considering establishing overdose prevention centers, also known as safe 
consumption spaces, in response to the devastating loss of life.  Overdose prevention centers 
are locations where people can legally consume previously purchased drugs under the 
supervision of trained staff.  The staff are able to provide immediate assistance in the case of an 
overdose and connect people to drug treatment, medical care, social services and harm 
reduction services.   
 
There are approximately 120 overdose prevention centers operating in 10 countries around the 
world.  Studies of these programs show numerous positive outcomes, including increased use 
of drug treatment, improved public safety, reduction in HIV and hepatitis C risks, and increased 
use of medical and social services.  Moreover, no one has ever died of an overdose at one of 
these centers.     
 
Saving Lives Is More Important Than Punishing Behavior 

Because New Jersey is experiencing a public health crisis due to drug overdose deaths, and 
because saving lives is more important than punishing behavior, New Jersey should add 
another critical tool to its overdose prevention toolbox by allowing for the establishment of 
overdose prevention centers.   
 
Conclusion   

Despite progress in implementing overdose prevention policies and expanding access to 
evidence-based drug treatment, more must be done.  Senate Bill 3293/Assembly Bill 4638 
would authorize overdose prevention centers in New Jersey.  By passing this legislation, we will 
save lives and ensure that people who use drugs find a safe space to be connected to help and 
support.   


